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Tax breaks
snap back
on many
taxpayers

Stimulus | Large groups
of wage earners may owe
federal income taxes they
didn’t expect to pay

By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — More than 15
million taxpayers may owe the gov-
ernment $250 or more because of
how the IRS last spring set up a tax
break designed to help consumers
spend the U.S. out of recession.

Individuals with more than one
job and married couples in which
both spouses work may have to re-
pay the government $400, through
either a smaller tax refund or a larger
tax bill, according to a report re-
leased Monday by the Treasury De-
partment’s inspector general for tax
administration. Social Security re-
cipients who also earn taxable wages
may have to repay $250.

The tax credit, which is supposed
to pay individuals as much as $400

Please see TAX BREAK, Page A8

Checking withholdings

The IRS urges taxpayers to check
their withholdings throughout the
year to ensure that they are having
enough tax money taken out of their
paychecks.

e |RS withholding calculator: http://
tiny.cc/AtuhO

® |RS Making Work Pay tax credit:
http://tiny.cc/g7d83

Paul Allen
fights cancer
for 2nd time

Trail Blazers owner Paul Allen,
who has already overcome cancer
once in his life, has been diagnosed
with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.

Allen, 56, is one of the nation’s
wealthiest people and owns the
Seattle Seahawks and an array of
businesses. He started chemother-
apy treatments earlier this month.
Allen is expected to continue to
oversee the team and his many other
business ventures as he fights the ll-
ness. | Sports, D1

BRUCE ELY/THE OREGONIAN
Trail Blazers owner Paul Allen
has been diagnosed with non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma.
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Mammogram guidelines change

Breast cancer screening

U.S. Preventive Services Task Force = American Cancer Society

® Recommends against routine mam-  ® Recommends mammograms for
mograms for women in their 40s. women in their 40s every year or
The recommendation does not apply two.

to women at high risk for the disease. o Women 50-75 should get

® Women 50-75 should get mammo- mammograms every year.

grams every two years. ® Has been backing away from
® Says self-exams of breasts are of recommending self-exams for sev-
no benefit. eral years.

Breast cancer | Starting
exams at 50 and screening less
frequently clashes with advice
respected authorities still give
By JOE ROJAS-BURKE
THE OREGONIAN

After years of promoting mammog-
raphy screening starting at age 40,
an influential task force now says the
risk outweighs the benefit for younger
women.

“We've reached a point of greater stabilization, but unfortunately one in
which you have the job losses continuing.”

Tim Duy, University of Oregon economist

Job seekers leave the hunt

TORSTEN KJELLSTRAND/THE OREGONIAN

Eucario Perez Lopez dials for jobs recently at an Oregon Employment Department office in Portland. The bigger story
may be at the two empty desks beside him; economists say the state's unemployment rate has flattened as many job

seekers have stopped looking for work.

A drop in the labor force, not an influx of jobs,
keeps the state unemployment rate from rising

By RICHARD READ
THE OREGONIAN

It's tempting to present the flatten-
ing of Oregon’s unemployment rate —
at 11.3 percent in October — as good
news. But economists, dismal scientists
to the core, paint a negative picture.

First, October’s number — the same
seasonally adjusted 11.3 percent as Sep-
tember’s revised rate —remains stub-
bornly higher than the nation’s towering
10.2 percent level.

Second, Oregon’s jobless rate hasn’t
fallen from its 12.2 percent May high
because employers have embarked on
ahiring spree. On the contrary, the state
lost 1,900 more jobs in October, officials

said Monday, following a revised loss of
6,000 in September.

Instead, what appears to be hap-
pening is that many job hunters — re-
tirees and nonworking spouses who
dusted off resumes as the financial sec-
torimploded and stocks plunged — are
leaving the hunt. Their disappearance
from the ranks of the officially unem-
ployed lowers the jobless rate, said Da-
vid Cooke, a state labor economist.

“What we're seeing since April is a
decline in Oregon’s seasonally ad-
justed labor force” — the total number
of employed and unemployed people,
Cooke said. “That’s a different trend

Please see JOBS, Page A8

In Business | Portland's Young Professionals group is putting its ranks to work
as volunteers to help combat the effects of a bad economy | B10

China blocks Obama’s
call for Web freedoms

“Town hall” | The president His_ talk to the s}uc}ents_ was never
mentioned on China’s main official 7

> . .
says he’s against censorship, p.m. news broadcast. The session was
but Beijing makes sure few broadcast live only on a single small
hear or see that message Shanghai television station, and that

& station’s Web site switched to a children’s

program instead of live-streaming the
president’s event. And most news Web

BEIJING — President Barack Obama,  sites deleted stories about Obama tak-
taking questions Monday from about inga question on Internet freedom.
500 government-selected students at The interaction underscored the
a town hall-style meeting in Shanghai, obstacles Obama faces as he tries to
called himself “a big supporter of non-  manage the U.S. relationship with au-
censorship.” But the Beijing govern- thoritarian China, whose wealth and
ment, apparently, was not, and most  clout have surged as its economy has
Chinese never got to hear or read what Please see OBAMA, Page A8
Obama said.

FROM WIRE REPORTS

The U.S. Preventive Services Task
Force on Monday said that most
women should wait until age 50 to be-
gin mammography screening unless
they are at high risk for breast cancer. It
advised women to get screened less fre-
quently — every two years, rather than
annually. And it said doctors should
stop teaching women to perform breast
self-exams.

The new guidelines overturn recom-
mendations made in 2002 that women
should have mammograms every one

Please see MAMMOGRAM, Page A8

County’s

foster care
follow-up
ranks last

Oregon | Washington
County has the worst
record for keeping children
in state custody safe

By MICHELLE COLE
THE OREGONIAN

SALEM —Washington County has
the worst record in the state for pro-
tecting children in state foster care.

Last month, state caseworkers
failed to see more than 400 Wash-
ington County youngsters living in
foster homes. And nearly 70 reports
of suspected abuse or neglect were
not investigated in the 24 hours or
five days recommended, depending
upon the urgency of the call.

In the past 19 of 23 months, per-
formance data from the Oregon De-
partment of Human Services ranked
itsWashington County child welfare
offices dead last. And during the four
months when Washington County
didn't finish last, it ranked near the
bottom on key measurements for
keeping children safe.

State supervisors say they’re aware
of the problems in Oregon’s second-
most-populated county. They've
brought in experts from the central
office and the Seattle-based Casey
Family Programs to help.

“T'am absolutely 100 percent com-
mitted to excellence across the state
in child welfare and am prepared

Please see WASHINGTON, Page A8

Child welfare

Washington County child welfare
workers have the worst record in Or-
egon on state measures of their jobs.
Examples:

Timely response to abuse reports
State average: 80.7 percent
Clackamas County: 81.5 percent
Multnomah County: 76.1 percent
Washington County: 68.2 percent
Visiting foster children within

a 30-day period

State average: 79.2 percent
Clackamas County: 75.5 percent
Multnomah County: 85.2 percent
Washington County: 62.9 percent

SOURCE: Oregon Department of
Human Services

STEPHEN CROWLEY /NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

President Barack Obama told students during a town hall-style meeting
Monday at the Museum of Science and Technology in Shanghai that a free and
unfettered Internet is a source of strength, not weakness.



